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northern principality which is called the Ch'ien, or Earlier, liang).
Not long afterward, two of Lii Kuang's own subordinates, taking
advantage of a reverse which he suffered at the hands of the Later
Ch'in, revolted and seized part of his territory, founding petty
states which are known as North and South Liang.
While these events were taking place in the Northwest, in the
Northeast another people were establishing themselves. The
Hsien Pei (often written Hsien Pi), of whose racial connections
we are not quite sure but who seem to have been Mongols, were
widely spread in what is now North China, Manchuria, and Mon-
golia, having occupied, among other regions, much of the area
formerly held by the Hsiung Nu. During most of the fourth and
into the fifth century a portion of the Hsien Pei—whose seat was
in what is now Southern Manchuria—under the leadership of
several members of the Mu-jung family set up in the Northeast,
with its center in the modern Hopei, a state known as Yen. This
again, thanks to the vicissitudes of war, had several subdivisions—
the Earlier Yen, the Later Yen, the Northern Yen, and the South-
ern Yen. Several members of the Mu-jung family took the title
of Emperor, thus displaying both their political ambition and their
desire to be thought of as in the Chinese cultural stream.
During these confusing years of division we hear also, in the
first half of the fifth century, of the dynasty of Hsia, with its
center in the Ordos, north of what is now Shansi. Its name was
derived from the first of the Chinese dynasties, for its ruler
claimed descent from that house.
The longest lived and most powerful of the states of the North
was founded by the T'u Pa (or Toba). Their dynasty, the
Northern Wei (or Yuan Wei), lasted from 386 to 534, and two
shorter succeeding dynasties, the Western Wei (Hsi Wei) and
the Eastern Wei (Tung Wei), also of the T'u Pa, persisted until
557 and 550 respectively. As is the case with so many of these
northern peoples, the ethnological connections of the T'u Pa are
somewhat uncertain. They are usually said, perhaps wrongly,
to be a branch of the Hsien Pei and they may have been either
Mongols, "proto-Mongols," or Turks. In the latter part of the
fourth and in the first half of the fifth century, under a succession
of able and vigorous leaders, the T'u Pa overran most of the North
and united it under one rule, bringing to an end the petty states

